
1.Why do I need to submit a previously recorded song for the workshop?  
 

On the morning of the workshop, we will go through each of your submitted songs in a group setting 
and mentors will provide constructive feedback (therefore these should be original songs).  

2. What is the selection process?  
 

This is a first come first serve event.  

 
3. What do I need to bring?  
 

You will need to bring a water bottle, writing materials (or laptop), and a collaborative attitude. 
Participants will be responsible for their own meals. 
 

4. What's the typical demographic of participants?  
 

This event is open to everyone over 19+. 

 

5. Do you have to come with any music ready? 

The goal of the workshop is to write a new song from scratch, but we do require you to send a 
pre-recorded song for the judges to provide constructive feedback at the beginning of the workshop 
and for you to perform briefly during the “performance” lesson plan during the workshop. 

 
6. What is the schedule like?  
 

We have an open discussion panel with acoustic performances by the mentors on night one from 
7:00pm-11:00pm (open to all public). The second day will be the workshop day (NOT open to all 
public) from 10am-4pm, made up of song feedback from mentors, lessons on the anatomy of a song 
and songwriting methods, production of a song, and the performance of a song. In between the 
workshop and the showcase on the final day, you will have the opportunity to use the SOCAN 
offices’ sound rooms to create your individual song for the showcase (hours and amount of time 
spent doing so, is up to you). On the Final day, you will each get the chance to bring your new song 
to the stage and perform to an audience of fans, mentors, and other active industry professionals 
from 7:30pm-11:00pm. Please ensure you have an open and flexible attitude, and are ready to put in 
the work and stretch your creative minds! 

 
 



7. Are there accommodations provided for those coming from out of town?  
 

There is no accommodation provided. Participants are expected to make their own way here and 
provide their own meals (there are plenty of restaurants nearby!) 

8. Should I bring my own instruments/what gear is available?  
 

If you play a portable instrument (guitar, uke, accordion, etc.) please bring it. 

9. How do I select a date and time to work on my new song at the SOCAN office’s sound room 
in preparation for the showcase?  

There will be a sign up sheet for you to select a specific date and time on the day of the workshop. 
The dates will be selected on a first come first serve basis.  

10. Do workshop participants have to perform?  
 

Yes, we welcome the participants to perform briefly during the “performance” lesson plan and at the 
showcase. We only tolerate a safe and inclusive space in which you can feel comfortable to share 
your music! 

11. How will the order for the participant showcase be determined? 

The Live Acts team will select the line up at random. You will be provided with an official show 
advance with your set time, the venue backline, and gear request one week prior to the showcase. 

 
12. Who are the mentors?  
 

Our mentors are Louise Burns (Lillix, Damian Taylor, Fionn),  Kevvy (604 Records, Carly Rae 
Jepsen, Fake Shark, Hannah Georgas), and Kristina Lao (Indie Vancity, Music BC, 20th Century 
Boy). The panel on day one will be moderated by Racquel Villagante from SOCAN.  

 
13. Can I take photos and film during the workshop?  
 

Yes! We encourage you to use the hashtags #Songwritingworkshop #Showcaseseries #SWSS 
#SWSS2019 #liveactscanada #liveacts and to tag @liveactscanada as well as our sponsors and 
presenting partners. They'll be provided to you. Please note: you will be asked to sign a media 
waiver as we also use photos and videos to promote future workshops. 

 


